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It is well established that children are fundamentally different
from adults. The juvenile justice system is specifically designed to
deal with children who are accused of violating the law. Juvenile
courts work to address this behavior through rehabilitation,
instead of punishment. Yet, some children are denied the
rehabilitative focus of juvenile court and instead subjected to the
punitive focus of adult criminal system.

In Ohio, a bindover occurs when a juvenile court judge transfers a
child's case to adult court. The child is then prosecuted and
sentenced as an adult. Children as young as 14 years old can be
bound over to the adult criminal system in Ohio.

In Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20), 192 children in Ohio were bound over
and tried as adults.

TYPES OF BINDOVERS

Mandatory Bindover Discretionary Bindover
The court must transfer the The court has the option to
youth to adult court if: transfer the youth to adult court if:

. The childis age 16 or older, and « The childis age 14 or older, and
is charged with aggravated is charged with a felony;

murder, murder, or attempts; « The childis found not amenable

. The childis age 14 or 15, and is to rehabilitation in the juvenile

charged with aggravated system; and

murder, murder, or attempts, « The safety of the community
and has previously been requires the child to be
committed to ODYS* for a subjected to adult sanctions.

category one or two offense; or

- The childis age 16 or older, and
is charged with a category two
offense, and either has
previously been committed to
ODYS or used a firearm while
committing the offense.

*Ohio Department of Youth Services (ODYS) juvenile prison facilities
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DISCRETIONARY

192 youth were bound over

to adult court: Discretionary

41.7%

Mandatory
83 bindovers were mandatory = 43.2%

80 bindovers were discretionary

29 bindovers were unknown®

Unknown
*some counties do not disaggregate 151%

data by type of bindover

COUNTIES WITH
THE HIGHEST
BINDOVER RATES

Ohio's total number of bindovers declined 47% between 2010 (235 youth
transferred) and 2015 (124 youth transferred).® This decline is largely a
result of targeted statewide efforts towards reforms—decreasing
incarceration and increasing funding for evidence-based, developmentally
appropriate community treatment. These interventions have been proven to
improve outcomes for youth, including reduced recidivism rates even

amongst youth who pose a high risk of re-offending. *

Contrary to the consistent reduction in youth transfers across the state,
Cuyahoga County's bindover rate remains high. The below graph compares
the 5 counties in Ohio with the highest bindover rates over the past nine
years.” Despite a slight decline from the previous year, in FY20 Cuyahoga
County sent 78 youth to adult court, which is more than
the other 4 counties combined. °
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RACIAL
DISPARITIES

In Ohio, the vast majority of children bound over to adult court are Black.
Over the past five years, Black youth have represented around 80% of
youth bound over across the state. These disparities are particularly
concerning as, nationally, transfer rates are steadily declining and youth

crime and arrest rates are at the lowest point in fifty years. 7
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RACIAL BREAKDOWN FY20 BINDOVERS

Black youth represent a small percentage of Ohio's juvenile population. In
Cuyahoga County, Black youth accounted for only 40% of the youth
population, yet comprised over 90% of the youth bound over in FY20 >’

Summit

Montgomery .
Franklin .
Black
White
cuyanog _ Other

o

20 40 60 80

Number of Youth

HARMS OF BINDOVER

| feel strongly that they took my childhood away from me. Don't
get me wrong | did what | did and | understand that | got to pay,
but to punish me like this is inhumane. — A.R. 0

Children incarcerated in adult facilities often face brutal conditions. They are
five times more likely to be sexually assaulted, eight times more likely to
commit suicide, and nearly twice as likely to be physically assaulted.** Such
trauma can cause devastating lifelong consequences.

Youth also experience harmful disruptions in their development. Adult
facilities lack programming and education that children need and often serve
as a "school for crime." The child faces consequences of a criminal conviction

upon release, which hinders successful reintegration into society. 2

Bindover makes communities and the public less safe—it doesn't reduce
violent crime, and actually increases the likelihood youth will re-offend. 3
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